Mr. Brian Cunningham,

NSAI,

Glasnevin,

Dublin 9.

Hugh O’Neill

Co-ordinator,

Irish Design for All e-accessibility Network.

Email:honeill@crc.ie, Phone: (01) 8057587

26/01/06

re: draft Mandate M/376 (European accessibility requirements for public procurement of products and services in the ICT domain)

Dear Mr. Cunningham,

I am writing on behalf of the Irish Design for All e-Accessibility Network in support of the standardisation mandate Draft Resolution BT C001/2006 Mandate M/376 (European accessibility requirements for public procurement of products and services in the ICT domain).
Our network consists of a membership of 59 professionals, academics, IT Users, people with disabilities and voluntary organisations, who support the use of the principles of Design for All in the design process in order to facilitate better, more usable and more accessible design. 

This new mandate would be of great benefit to people with disabilities, and it is especially important at a time when the number of older people in Europe is increasing. The mandate would allow electronic services and devices purchased by the public service to be used by people with disabilities, and by encouraging companies to create accessible products, it would also encourage accessibility in a more general way. Its adoption would help the Irish public service to provide a foundation for the creation of an inclusive information society, and would allow all people participate fully, regardless of disability. 

For these reasons, on behalf of the Irish Design for All e-Accessibility Network, I would encourage you to advocate the adoption of this mandate within the European Union. 

Yours Faithfully,

Hugh O’Neill, Co-ordinator Irish Design for All e-Accessibility Network

