Dear Mr. Noone,

I am writing on behalf of the Irish Design-for-all e-accessibility network (Irl-DeAN), The expressed aim of this group is to co-ordinate design for all and e-accessibility activities in Ireland and to facilitate the dissemination of information to interested parties.  In this way the network promotes the inclusion and equality agenda of people with disabilities in Ireland.

We, as a group would like to express our satisfaction with the proposed legislation, overall, it is encouraging that the implementation of the EU procurement directive encourages the inclusion of accessibility criteria for the technical specifications. 

We do however, outline a range of suggestions that as a group, we feel would further increase the inclusion of and opportunities provided to people with disabilities in Ireland.

In terms of promoting the inclusion of people with disabilities, it would be a significant step forward were this legislation to indicate that it was necessary to include accessibility criteria. 

We would like to draw your attention to Part II section 16.1 where there is a reference to ‘handicapped persons’, we suggest that in order to reflect the language commonly accepted in this field, that this should be changed to “people with a disability”.  

Such a change would also be in keeping with current thinking about disability as promoted by the World Health Organisation.

With regard to “Special arrangements for certain reserved contracts”, provision of these to organisations that pay employees with disabilities at least the minimum wage and act according to relevant National Disability Authority Guidelines or their equivalent, will provide a platform from which ensuring the equal status of people with disabilities.
Furthermore, we feel that it would also be useful in the legislation to define ‘social and environmental matters’ as referred to in Part 4, section 26 as including people with disabilities, and that the comment could be altered to state that a ‘review should include social and environmental matters’. 

The document states “The contracting authority shall, as far as practicable, ensure that the technical specifications for a public contract take account of the need to prescribe accessibility criteria for all persons who are likely to use the works, supplies or services, especially those who have disabilities.” This is welcome, as is the definition of “technical specification”, which includes Design for All criteria. It is unclear if this means that the inclusion of Design for All criteria is mandatory as part of the technical requirements of a public contract. It should be made abundantly clear that this is the case.

The regulations state “performance of a public contract that is to be awarded by the authority, so long as the conditions are compatible with European Community law and are specified in the relevant contract notice or contract specifications.  In particular, such conditions may deal with social and environmental matters.” Although social matter may include the needs of people with disabilities, it is far from clear that this is the case. It should be made explicit that this includes Design for All criteria. It should also be clear that such criteria be included in all reviews of public products and services.

Irl-DeAN would welcome further discussion on the issues raised in this letter and would be happy to participate in any forum that will present such opportunities.

Yours faithfully,

Hugh O’Neill,

Co-ordinator, Irl-DeAN.

Central Remedial Clinic,

Vernon Avenue,

 Clontarf,

Dublin 3.

