Irl-Dean meeting minutes

Date: 17th of January, 2008. 

Attending: Hugh O’Neill, Bryan Boyle, Brendan Spillane, Gerry Ellis, Ger Craddock, Donal Rice, Josh O’Connor, Mark Magennis, Barry McMullin. 

Newsround:

Barry McMullin – all EU activity is finished. Currently working on accessibility within DCU and attempting to get high-level support for this.  Support for physical accessibility is easier than getting support for e-accessibility. 

Also working on NSAI committee, identifying where the gaps are in accessibility standards. 

Donal Rice:

13 organisations achieved the excellence for accessibility award. The main stumbling block for many organisations was the electronic accessibility. 

In 2008, aim to work on educational awareness of universal design, build awareness of universal design generally. 

Will be presenting to the Irish Computer Society 4th of Feb. 

Developing user centred design process. 

The Access IT guidelines will be moving over to the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design. Donal will be promoting these guidelines, auditing accessibility for managers, building a community and organising seminars including a procurement seminar. 

Ger Craddock

The CEUD has been established, and it is currently in the process of getting staff to work on different areas of Universal Design. At the moment they are seeking officers for the built environment and design. 

Gerry Ellis

Represented at the EU government forum in advance of the ministerial declaration on e-accessibility. This was aimed at an e-accessibility meeting in December that will lead to an official statement in the next few months. 

Vics is hosting a meeting with the Irish Computer Society on the 4th of Feb. with the CEUD and Paul Walsh from Segala as guest speakers. 

CFIT – Mark Magennis, Josh O’Connor

CFIT is presenting a talk at the Irish Internet Association on the 22nd January (just gone). 110 people signed up for the meeting. 

CFIT has begun the ‘Insight into accessibility’ series to give companies a taste of user testing. 8 organisations attended. 6 more of these sessions are planned for the coming year. 

Josh O’Connor has been heavily involved in the development of HTML v.5, and attended a working group meeting in Boston with the W3C. 

He recently has had a book published, ‘Open Source Content Management’. 

IlikeCake

Vivienne Trulock wrote a module on web development, aimed at the development of compliant websites. This module is to be adopted and used around the country as part of the Fetac qualification. Brendan Spillane is currently working on developing an accessible project management tool and information architecture. 

Discussion on Guidelines

Different models of guidelines were examined. 

Barry McMullin suggested that the guidelines be kept brief. 

The approach agreed was that guidelines would be submitted to the members for approval, and that formal moderation would only be introduced if it was found to be required. 

Hugh O’Neill to submit proposed guidelines to the list. 

Discussion on National Contact Centre and Future of Irl-Dean

Hugh O’Neill set out the difference between Irl-Dean and the NCC

As part of the e-government initiative, the CRC was established as the National Contact Centre for Ireland within the European Design for All e-Accessibility Network (EDEAN). Individual organisations and companies can become members of EDEAN, but there are only 8 Irish organisations who are members. Irl-Dean was founded by the CRC in order to support the design for all activities, but it is run independently of EDEAN. Membership of Irl-dean is more open than that of EDEAN, and anyone with an interest in accessibility can become a member. 

With the establishment of the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design, it was decided by the Department of Justice Equality and Law Reform that the NCC was to be transferred to the CEUD. The transfer date has been set as the 31st of March 2008. 

This means that the NCC and Irl-Dean are effectively separating. The question is now being put to the members as to what direction they see for Irl-Dean in the future. The two most obvious options are the option of moving into the CEUD, or that of becoming an independent organisation. This something that the members of Irl-Dean need to decide. 

Brendan:

Would like to have the list more approachable, easier to see who is a member of the list. Would like to see Irl-dean consulted more on e-accessibility matters, at the moment doesn’t seem to be asked to represent itself on policy matters. 

Bryan Boyle

This is probably due to the informality of the network. It is very approachable for opinions as a result. 

Josh O’Connor

There should be a certain weight to being a member of Irl-Dean. However Irl-Dean has done well as a result of it’s informality. 

Barry McMullin

Although Irl-Dean is distinct from the NCC, it was created as a result of NCC work. I would be in favour of it moving in under the CEUD. 

Donal Rice: Haven’t had much time to think on this issue. Not sure how different it would be if it came under the CEUD. I would use it as a base for the activities I had to do, including dissemination. We [CEUD] cannot lobby. 

Barry McMullin: We could create a CEUD list and ask members if they wanted to join it. Those that stay on the original Irl-Dean list could decide to create a second organisation if they wished. 

Gerry Ellis: there is a general discussion for the CEUD itself.

Josh: What would be the difference if it wasn’t part of the CEUD? Irl-Dean should stay as a separate entity. 

Donal : The type of discussion would be identical. As far as I am concerned it would be business as usual. 

Josh: May need to broaden out the scope of Irl-Dean. What are the requirements? Irl-dean is quite a technical list. 

Donal: practitioners are essential. There is a need for higher level discussion as well, not just the detail. Listservs aren’t for everyone. There is a need to market and accessify. 

Bryan Boyle: we need to extend beyond the listserv.

Barry McMullin: CEUD needs to think about the issues involved. 

Decision: CEUD to put a proposal to members by the 15th of February. This will be debated on the list. There will be a discussion on the merits of being a separate organisation versus moving in under the CEUD. All attendees at the meeting would like to see Irl-Dean continue as a group rather than ended. 

